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ammunition, and to this purport, if you approve, shall the instructions be drawn for the Militia intended to be stationed there. The real defence of Dungeness will rest in the difficulty of crossing so great a track of shingle, and in the power we shall have, whilst we command the sluices at Dyme Church and Scot's Float, of filling the ditches, and, by cutting the dyke, inundating the marsh, and thus confining the advance of an enemy to a very few roads. With this view Colonel Twiss proposes to erect a tower at each sluice. In the meantime an arrangement should be made to ensure the sluices being opened should the descent of an enemy in that quarter render such a measure advisable.
Major-General Cartwright proposes that two sheds should be erected, the one half-way between Eye Harbour and the nearest fort of Dungeness, the other between the Sandwich Eiver and the nearest fort towards Deal, for the purposes of patrol, as otherwise those intervals cannot be watched. Some directions, he thinks, must likewise be given to the cavalry in Sussex to communicate with the 1 4th Eegiment in Kent. The detachment of the 2nd Dragoons at Eye and Winchelsea is very small, and commanded by a non-commissioned officer.
I am sorry to find, from your letter, that the former measures of driving the country are to be adopted. It was, I understand, a favourite one of Sir C. Grey, and much ingenuity was shown by Colonel Taylor in the details he drew out for its execution. If ten days' or a fortnight's notice were to be given, it might be practicable. A few hours' notice, in all probability, is all we shall have. It will then be impossible ; at any rate, in my opinion, it will be unadvisable. England is a country so well stocked, that no effort will remove to any distance the means of subsistence. It may be laid down as an axiom, that as long as an enemy is permitted to stand on English ground so long will he subsist on English property. Every effort should be made that his stay should be as short as possible, and assurance given by Parliament that the loss ofalry, but cavalry so badly mounted, and upon horses not trained, could not copee
